TurnitinUK (Plagiarism Detection Software) eLP link 

METHODS OVERVIEW

	Use
	Options
	Originality Reports Available to Students
	Effects

	A – Formative use for teaching
	Paper Assignment + Revision(s)
	On due date

(Submissions added to student database immediately).
	· Students use the revision assignment to submit a draft and receive an originality report (OR).  They can then amend their work before submitting to the final ‘paper’ assignment. 

· Staff can view a student’s draft and final submissions and can set up more than one revision assignment if they wish.

· Students can resubmit to final assignment before the due by date if necessary and the 1st submission will be overwritten, but cannot view the final originality report until the due date has passed.

	B – Formative use for learning*


*Use this method only after carefully considering the issues.
	Paper Assignment
	Immediately 

(can overwrite reports until due date)

(Submissions added to student database when due by date has been reached).
	· Students can submit an assignment and view the originality reports repeatedly from the start date until the due date.  They are limited, however, to a 24-hour delay before generation of OR’s for resubmissions and students who do not allow themselves enough time for the generation of a 2nd OR could become stressed on the due date. 

· Staff cannot view students’ progress because each submission is overwritten.

· Because each submission is overwritten, staff may not be aware that students need support in understanding and acting upon the originality reports.

· Students may possibly use this method to refine their work sufficiently to ‘beat the system’.

· Staff may need to refresh OR’s if collusion is suspected because, although OR’s are usually generated before due by date, submissions are not added to the student database until the due by date has been reached.

	C – Summative use for checking

*Use this method only after carefully considering policy on 2nd attempts.
	Paper Assignment
	Immediately 

(first report is final)

(Submissions added to student database immediately).
	· Staff can use this method to set up an assignment so that the students themselves can submit their work and the system will automatically generate originality reports for both staff and students. 

· Students do not get a second attempt to submit assignments so this method is recommended for students who have already been taught about correct citation and who understand the meaning and implications of the originality reports.


General Overview

Any plagiarism detection software can only detect a certain amount of possible plagiarism and neither staff nor students should assume that a work which receives a 0% matched report is not plagiarised and similarly a work with a high percentage match could be original.  

However, despite these caveats, the software can be profitably used to help students learn about citation conventions in a formative assessment setting.  It is also recommended that its use is only one of many strategies employed by staff and students to develop academic practice and ensure academic integrity.

Advantages

· Staff can use TurnitinUK Assignments to give students an opportunity to submit a draft assignment (or assignments) before submitting a final version. 

· Staff can view student progress from the draft revision assignment to the final assignment and can mark work online if desired.

· TurnitinUK Assignments can be marked online using a built-in marking tool.  The marking tool comes with built-in comments or the teacher’s own comments can be included.

· TurnitinUK Assignments can be marked online and the marks will automatically be passed to the Blackboard Gradebook.

· Class submissions can be downloaded for saving, marking offline or printing (but see also under Disadvantages below).

· If staff wish to check student submissions for plagiarism they can require all the students in the class to submit their work to the TurnitinUK Assignment in the eLP.  Students can be required to hand in a copy of their OR or submission digital receipt.  Summary statistics of the class originality reports are available as well as the opportunity to examine individual submissions in detail.

Disadvantages

· Staff and students may complacently assume that work with a high percentage match is plagiarised and that reports with a 0% or 1% match is not. 

· TurnitinUK assignments are not copied with the other materials when eLP courses are copied from BlackBoard site to Blackboard site.  This means that the staff member has to manually set them up in each module for each semester.

· Students who submit work to a TurnitinUK Assignment may be affected by the usual problems caused by heavy network traffic, slow internet connections.  As with other electronic forms of assignment submissions, staff need to carefully consider and plan for possible student problems uploading work.  

· If staff give students the opportunity to continually resubmit work to the program in order to reduce the number of matches then there is a danger that a few students will be prevented from receiving an OR for a resubmission by the 24-hour rule.  This opportunity also runs the risk of teaching students how to ‘beat the system’ and for these reasons staff are recommended to use the Revision Assignment method instead.

· TurnitinUK only accepts files in a text format, i.e. Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, RTF, PDF, PostScript, plain text, and HTML.  It is not possible to check other forms of assessment, e.g. PowerPoint presentations, mindmaps, etc., other than copying and pasting text from the original into a word document.

